[Rare variants and unusual course of Cushing's syndrome].
Cushing's syndrome is a rarely observed disease with a poor prognosis when not treated appropriately. Knowledge of clinical features of the different forms of the disease together with a specific and subtle method of cortisol detection is indispensable for an early out-patient diagnostic program. In this study the characteristic features of the rare benign and malignant forms of Cushing's syndrome are presented in typical case-reports. As it has been proven in clinical experience, the necessary diagnostic measures for clarification of the syndrome consists of only few methods reliable concerning their diagnostic validity. The success of any curative treatment of the benign forms or any palliative measure of the malignant forms essentially depends on early diagnosis and differentiation of the various appearances of Cushing's disease.